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NEXT MEETING: Monday, January 6, 2020
“Orchids 101” 6:00 p.m a Social “Hour” 7:00 - 7:15 p.m. a Meeting begins at 7:15 p.m.
Louis S. Wolk Jewish Community Center, 1200 Edgewood Ave., Rochester, NY

T

he January meeting will be a Member Appreciation
night consisting of two parts. Our Show Chairman,
Jonathan Jones, will give a short presentation on our
annual show (March 26-29, 2020). You’ll have a chance to get
any of your Show-related questions answered. Many volunteers
are needed to pull off this four day event - and we’re hoping to fill our clipboards with folks eager to participate in our
Society’s main event. The Spring Show will include AOS judging, Orchid talks and general orchid education for the public, and
maybe a preview party for members at the show location, which
will again be at the Eisenhart Auditorium at the Rochester Museum and
Science Center.

A

s a token of our appreciation to all of our hard working volunteers, we have also ordered an assortment of orchid seedlings
or “plugs”, to offer without cost to all of our paid-up members
in attendance. The plugs will be ready to pot up. We will also have a
limited supply of potting mix available to members in need. The plugs
ill include 5 of each of the following varieties, so if there’s a particular
orchid you’d like to take home, please arrive early! Here’s the list:

Blc. Humabu Victory ‘Brenda Herenor’ x Chia-lin ‘Golden Super’ FCC/OSROC
Onc. Pacific Sunrise ‘Hakalau’
Oncidium Ruth’s Rainbow ‘Over the Rainbow’
Eulophidium maculatum
Cattelya labiata x self
Den anosmum ‘4n’ x anosmum ‘Touch of Class’
Ascda. Kutlana Gold, 2n x V. Kultana Gold
Milt. Bert Field ‘Leash’ AM/AOS

Ontolezia Helen Armour (Oncidium sotoanum x Rodrumnia Helmut Rohrl)
Zygopetallum Debbie De Mello ‘Honolulu Baby ‘AM/AOS
Here’s a list of this month’s Raffle plants:
Slc. Hsin Buu Beauty - Small cattleya windowsill grower flowers 4”
Lc. Purple Cascade - Small Cattleya window sill grower flowers 4”
C. Hawaiian Wedding Song - large plants that bloomed in early fall.
Cymbidium Street of Gold. - warm growing mini cymbidium.

Of course, the Show Table will be back, so bundle up your flowering plants and bring them in to share with your
fellow members. Orchids 101 (Beginners’ Meeting) returns this month as Fran Murphy discusses “General Orchid
Identification by Genera” beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the Yiddish Center room, prior to
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the meeting.
We’ll see you there!

AOS News D2
NFOS Show D3
Selecting Plants D2

2

GROS Exhibits at
NFROS Show
The Genesee Region Orchid Society recently participated in the Niagara Frontier Orchid Society (NFROS) Show “Orchids under the Dome” at the beautiful Buffalo and
Erie County Botanical Gardens on November 9-10, 2019. The show was an American
Orchid Society sanctioned event, and was
an opportunity to have plants judged by the
AOS. Although the GROS members did not
take home any AOS awards that day, seven
members contributed to a very successful
display set up by Diane Bernard and Carol
Butcher, and taken down by Fran Murphy.
See below for the list of ribbons won by our
society members. Congratulations to all!

AOS For the Novice:
Selecting New Plants
by Sue Bottom
You hear all kinds of suggestions for how to
select an orchid to bring home. Buy the largest plant you can afford, only buy blooming
plants, buy a blooming plant each month
to have flowers year round, and on and on.
There are so many different approaches to
buying orchids. Which is best for you?
Some orchid growers love species, finding
perfection in nature’s beauty. Hobbyists and
commercial growers line breed: self, sib and
outcross species to change flower size, form,
stem arrangement and other desirable qualities. Seedlings of species available today are
often better, with respect to judging standards, than those found in the wild. Purists,
however, believe these line-bred species are
more accurately called hybrids.
Technically, hybrids are produced when
two different species or hybrids are used to
produce seedlings. Each seedling contains a
unique combination of genes, so each seedling produced is, to some degree, unique,
with variable growth habits and flowers. No
one can predict exactly what the flowers on
a new hybrid will look like, but experienced
hybridizers have a goal for each hybrid and
usually provide a range of expectations for
seedlings of a new hybrid. Blooming a seed-

ling for the first time is one of the great pleasures of growing orchids.
Sometimes a flower is so extraordinary that
it is cloned to produce an exact genetic replica, a mericlone. Mericlones are often given
a cultivar name that follows the hybrid name
within single quotation marks. Awards to the
clone follow the clonal name. Some desirable
cultivars may be unavailable or extremely expensive, but a mericlone of that exact plant
may be commercially available and relatively
inexpensive.
Tetraploids, denoted as 4n on the plant tag,
have twice the number of chromosomes than
nature intended. Tetraploids are desirable
because even though they may grow a little
more slowly, the flowers are larger and have
more substance and deeper color saturation
than their 2n counterparts. Hybridizers use
tetraploid parents in their breeding program
for specific purposes. When only one parent
is tetraploid, the progeny will have two sets of
that parent’s genes versus one set from the 2n
diploid parent. The tetraploid parent asserts
double the influence. When both parents
are tetraploid, the offspring will be all tetraploids, and more uniform.
MATURE PLANTS - New growers are often
told to buy blooming-sized plants, because it
is easier to keep a mature plant healthy than
it is to raise a seedling to blooming size. Plus,
you know exactly what to expect when it reblooms next year. This is easier if your new
orchid is healthy, particularly if you are just
learning how to take care of orchids. Once
you have decided on the plant with irresistible flowers, it is time to ignore the flower and
inspect the plant to make sure it will not
require any special attention in the near
term. Be aware that plants in flower as well
as seedlings are often ready to be repotted.
Repotting is a major expense for commercial
growers, so expect many orchids for sale to
require repotting within a year.
WELL ROOTED - Your new plant should
be established in the pot, with healthy roots.
You should be able to lift the plant up by its
leaves, pot and all. If the plant is wobbly in
the pot, you might suspect it was either recently repotted and the roots have not yet
recovered, or the potting mix is starting to
break down and the roots are suffocating. A
good root system is critical for your plant to

thrive and provide you with future blooms. If
you decide you want to rehab an ailing plant,
accept the possibility that this may push the
next blooming date back by a year or two.
Many experienced hobbyists repot all orchids they purchase. This ensures that a new
plant is in the medium that works best for the
grower and eliminates any uncertainty about
root health.
CLEAN AND GREEN LEAVES - Healthy
orchid leaves are green, occasionally with
purplish freckling, and some have natural silvery markings. Beware of brown and
black markings, brown leaf tips, yellow chlorotic spots or soft and sunken areas. These
blemishes are danger signs. Leaves should
be thick and turgid. Do not buy plants with
wilted leaves, which can be a sign of abuse,
root damage or disease.
PLUMP PSEUDOBULBS - The pseudobulbs or canes should be full and hard, without soft spots. On many orchids, including
cattleyas, you might notice brown papery
sheaths on the outside of the pseudobulb.
These are protective tissues that protect
emerging growth as it develops. These
brown to black sheaths should be dry. If the
tissue looks wet, rot could be a problem, so
make sure the underlying tissue is hard.
PLANT TAGS - Make sure there is an identifying plant tag in the pot - one that you can
read! That ugly little plant label tells you the
plant’s name, from which you can learn many
things. The plant name includes the type of
orchid you have, so you can determine how
best to care for it. From a plant name you can
find its parents, grandparents, etc. dating
back to the early days of orchid hybridizing.
SEEDLINGS - As you become more confident in your growing skills, you may find
you are attracted to seedlings. They are
less expensive, take up less space, and you
will be the first to see it bloom, unless it is
a mericlone. Some people buy multiples of
seedlings of the same hybrid, so they can
see how much variation there is in a cross.
They keep their favorites and give others to
friends or their club’s raffle table. If you are
at an orchid show or club meeting, you will
often see a whole tray of seedlings offered for
sale. Which one should you select? Pick out
the one you think best, and then, if the sales
(to next page)
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booth is not too busy, ask the vendor which
one they think you should buy. Then ask
why. Some of the interesting insights I have
heard follow here.
STRONG GROWTHS - Find plants with
strong new growths or leaves. You may gravitate to plants with lots of new growths, but
a plant with multilead growths may tend to
put its energy into vegetative growth rather
than blooms. For cattleyas, a better plan is to
look for single or double lead growths, where
each new growth is substantially larger than
the older growth. These vigorous growers
mature more quickly and bloom sooner than
plants with clusters of small growths.
HEALTHY RUNTS - Select one of the
runts, as long as it looks healthy. It may be
one of the slower-growing tetraploids that
will have larger flowers and more substance
once it finally matures.
WIDE LEAVES - Look for wide and thick
leaves. Greater leaf surface area means these
will be able to generate more energy reserves
than one with narrow leaves. Wider and
thicker leaves may also suggest a tetraploid.
When there is a lot of variation in the leaf
morphology, choose a few plants that have
different characteristics to see the range of
variation that might be exhibited in some of
the more complex hybrids.
UNBLOOMED - Buy one that has not yet
bloomed. You might end up with an incredible flower, or a seedling that the grower
might have discarded had he seen it bloom.
Of course, previously bloomed seedlings can
also be a sign of floriferousness or the flowers
might all be of uniform good quality. Ask the
vendor if he has bloomed any of the plants
and what they looked like.
VENDORS - Get to know your vendors.
Some growers have stellar reputations for
having healthy, well-grown plants, for making high-quality hybrids or having unusual
plants. You will meet them at your local society and at orchid shows.
Ask questions when you purchase a plant.
When they are not busy, try to get some insight into their hybridizing or growing conditions. Learn the type of orchid in which
they specialize, whether they do their own
hybridizing and growing or purchase stock

for resale. If you find a vendor whose plants
grow and bloom well for you, patronize their
sales booth. If they also sell on eBay, you can
be comfortable making online purchases because you know the quality of their material.
Overseas vendors often bring bareroot plants
for sale at orchid shows.
These plants are often unusual, tempting the
orchid hobbyist to purchase them. They can
be a greater growing challenge, having just
lost most of their root system. If they are from
the Southern Hemisphere and you buy in
July, the plant thinks it is winter. It can take a
year or two to adjust to seasons in the Northern Hemisphere. Perhaps Southern Hemisphere plants are better purchased in January and February, so they will go through a
double summer while they are adapting.
This is particularly true of winter-dormant
plants such as Catasetinae.
My approach to orchid buying these days is
simple. Mericlones are bought when young
and less expensive, as I know what the flowers will look like. Seedlings of desirable hybrids are bought, often in multiples, and
bloomed. Wait for the second bloom before
deciding if a plant
is a keeper. Form often improves with a little
age. Look at the sales booths of all
vendors, but normally buy from your favorite
vendors - the ones who have a great eye for
hybridizing and whose plants have healthy
root systems. Always
be on the lookout for some new alley to
go down, whether it is trying new genera, collecting different color forms of a favorite species or just love at first sight.
Acknowledgments
How can you go wrong when you
have Courtney Hackney and Fred Clarke
whispering in your ear?
Additional Reading
Clarke, F. 2012. Choosing a Healthy Plant.
Orchids 81(4):200.
Gripp, P. 1965. Brief Look at Polyploidy. Orchids 34(2):135â€“138.
Sue Bottom started growing orchids in
Houston in the mid-1990s after her husband
Terry built her first greenhouse. They settled
into St. Augustine, Florida, Sue with her

orchids and Terry with his camera and are
active in the St. Augustine Orchid Society,
maintaining the Society’s website and publishing its monthly newsletter. Sue is also a
member of the AOS Editorial Board.
From the January 2020 issue of
Orchids magazine, Copyright ©2020 the
American Orchid Society. AOS members can read the entire article - with
photos - both online and in the print issue of the magazine. The Genesee Region
Orchid Society is an Affiliate Member of the
American Orchid Society.
The Orchid Collection is a
publication of the Genesee Region
Orchid Society. It is published ten
times per year for our members.
Single membership is $20.00, family
membership is $25.00 annually.
Dues should be sent to the GROS
at P.O. Box 20606, Rochester, N.Y.
14602. Phil Matt, Editor, P.O. Box
10406, Rochester 14610
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GROS Exhibit at the NFOS Show

Plant

Exhibitor

Ribbon

Lrn. Sea Urchin ‘Betty Mathews’

Kim Hober

2nd

Rcv. Jimminy Cricket

Judy Wishoff

1st

Rlc. Judith Lynn Harsermann

Fran Murphy

1st

Rth. Love Triangle ‘Doris’ HCC/AOS

Jeanne Kaeding

1st

Rlc. Egyptian Queen

Jeanne Kaeding

2nd

Paph.LSF Prime Peridot x Paph venustum

Carrie

2nd

Paph. Via Ojay ‘Spring White’ HCC/AOS

Carol Butcher

1st

V.(Christensonia) vietnamica

Judy Wishoff

3rd

V. Diane Ogawa x V Thananchaisand

Fran Murphy

2nd

Holcoglossum wangii

Carol Butcher

1st

Gom. uniflora

Jeanne Kaeding

2nd

Gom. Boissiene

Jeanne Kaeding

1st

Genesee Region Orchid Society Officers 2019-2020
President
Executive VP
Program VP
Treasurer
Secretary
Member-at-Large

Fran Murphy
924-7763
Kim Hober
Carol Butcher
Susan Ackerman
Margery Greene
John Kellas

pres@geneseeorchid.org
veep@geneseeorchid.org
prog@geneseeorchid.org
treas@geneseeorchid.org
sec@geneseeorchid.org
matlarge@geneseeorchid.org

GROS Committee Chairpersons 2019-2020
AOS Rep.
Diane Bernard
Auction
Kim Hober
Education
Community Outreach
Monroe Cty. Liaison David Hayes
Newsletter
Phil Matt
Nominating
John Kellas
ODC Rep.
Alan Salzman
Property
(Exec.VP)
Raffle
<open>
Show 2020
Jonathan Jones
Social
<open>
Sonnenberg Liaison Fran Murphy
Webmaster
Phil Matt
Youth Rep.
Jack Randolph

315-597-6778 aosrep@geneseeorchid.org

<open>
<open>
782-0112
461-5977

monroe2@geneseeorchid.org
webnews@geneseeorchid.org

377-3213

show2019@geneseeorchid.org
924-7763
461-5977

webnews@geneseeorchid.org

Other awards

BEST SPECIES, Pulled for AOS award
evaluation

